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A message from Joe Hinson, President

Here We Go Again…
This week, some of us had
the opportunity to review a
discussion draft of wide-ranging
legislation designed to address
climate change in Maryland.
The measures called for in the
legislation are based upon a
goal of completely eliminating
all greenhouse gas emissions in
Maryland by 2045. They include
requirements for “zero emissions”
school buses, much higher
energy efficiencies for future
construction, and a mandate
for “solar readiness” for new or
renovated buildings, all buttressed
by new loan or grant programs
and all overseen by a variety of
new government commissions or
councils. It is, without question,
a major expansion of state
government in Maryland.
One would think that any
rationale discussion of how to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and increase reliance on
renewable energy would include
some recognition of the role that
wood energy might play. Not so

in this draft legislation. While
there is clearly an emphasis on
solar and wind as renewable
resources, the term “wood” does
not appear in the bill at all. Call
this an “opportunity missed” and
perhaps subsequent versions will
address the omission.
What’s more disturbing is that
fully a quarter of the draft is
dedicated to describing a large,
new program to plant 5 million
more trees over the next decade.
However, two aspects of this
laudable goal are troublesome.
First, management and oversight
of this program would be given to
the Maryland Department of the
Environment, thereby ignoring
the years of experience and staff
expertise already existing within
the Maryland Forest Service.
One must simply ask, “why?”.
The new program would also pay
landowners $1,000 per acre for
agreeing to participate but only
if the trees planted are not to be
used for future timber harvests.
Continued on page 10
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Beth and Joe visited Hardwood
Mills, Inc. this past fall.
Hardwood Mills, Inc. is a family
owned sawmill located in
Millington, Maryland.

Maryland Forests Association, Inc.

2021 Statewide Arbor Day
Poster Contest

MARYLAND
ENVIRONMENTAL
TRUST OFFERS LAND
STEWARD TRAINING
CLASSES
Maryland Environmental Trust (MET),
a unit of the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources, is looking for
volunteers who are passionate about
land conservation to work in the
field as Volunteer Land Stewards.
Two virtual training classes are being
offered in January and February.
As one of the nation’s oldest and
most successful land trusts, MET has
protected more than 135,000 acres
with more than 1,110 conservation
easements. Each conservation
easement is protected forever and
requires regular visits to monitor for
compliance. MET relies on volunteers
to serve as its eyes and ears on many
of the protected properties throughout
Maryland.
MET Volunteer Land Stewards visit
conservation easements, talk with
landowners, make observations, notes,
and take photographs of the features
of the easement. These visits help
to build positive relations, promote
good stewardship, and protect the
conservation values of the land.
Volunteers attend a two-hour
training session covering what is
a conservation easement and our
standard practices for monitoring and
best environmental practices. The
training includes practical exercises
related to making a monitoring visit.
Due to COVID-19 precautions,
training this year is virtual. Classes are
being held:
Jan. 16, 2021 — 10 a.m. – noon
Feb. 17, 2021 — 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Registration is available via online
form. Interested volunteers should
email met.info@maryland.gov for
more information.
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The Maryland Forest Service,
in partnership with the
Maryland Forest Conservancy
District Boards, is sponsoring
a “Poster Contest” for 5th
grade classes throughout the
State of Maryland.
Do you know a creative 5th
grader? Encourage them
- and their classmates - to
get artistic this winter! Kids
can share their knowledge
by creating a poster with
this year's theme: "Trees are
Terrific and Forest Products
are too!
Statewide Winners will receive a tree planting at your
school with:
1st - 15 trees • 2nd - 10 trees • 3rd - 5 trees
Posters will be judged on a county level and the winner will
be submitted to the Maryland Urban and Community Forestry
Committee (MUCFC) to compete at the statewide level.
All contest information and necessary resources can be found on
the Tree-Mendous Maryland website. There is also an Activity
Guide that can be used to assist both teachers and students in
tying together curriculum lessons and the contest theme.
Please note that a Release Form must be filled out and attached
to the back of every poster entry.
Winners teachers will be notified directly by March 18, 2021.
If you have any questions about the contest, please contact Anne
Gilbert at 410-260-8510 or e-mail anne.gilbert@maryland.gov.
Poster Contest Rules:
https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Documents/2021_ArborDay-Poster-Contest-Rules.pdf

All posters are due to the county’s MD
Forest Service Office no later than
12:00 p.m. on Friday, January 15, 2021.

Executive Director’s
Message
Beth Hill
This past year has been one for the books! I think everyone is glad to see 2020 go. I want to say how
thankful I am for our members, sponsors, and partners' continued support during challenging times,
and I wish you all the best as we enter the new year!
MFA has some exciting plans in the works for 2021! I am thrilled to announce that the Rural Maryland
Council recently approved a grant to help fund our "Faces of Forestry" project (described below). We
are currently seeking individuals from each county to represent the forest community by sharing their
personal stories focused on the benefits of working forests and the products and jobs that they provide.
Individuals can be landowners, foresters, loggers, conservationists, industry representatives, outdoor
enthusiasts, hunters, etc. If you are interested in participating, please feel free to reach out to me! This
campaign is an excellent opportunity to shine a positive light on forestry in Maryland.
Beth Hill, Executive Director MFA
beth@mdforests.org

DEER FIREARM SEASON
REOPENS
Jan. 8
_________
ENROLLMENT FOR
CONSERVATION BUFFER
Jan. 11-Feb. 5
More info at: https://
news.maryland.gov/mda/
press-release/2020/12/09/
new-conservation-buffer-initiative-helps-maryland-farmers-meet-chesapeake-bay-cleanup-goals/?fbclid=IwAR1Hxa_9R3m9j1wfhkiX
_________
ARBOR DAY POSTER
CONTEST
Entries due Jan. 15
More info at: dnr.maryland.
gov/forests/Documents/2021_
Arbor-Day-Poster-ContestRules.pdf
_________

Faces of Forestry
Forestry in Maryland is in tremendous jeopardy
because people simply do not understand who
we are and what we do. There is a sweet spot
between ecology and environment where forestry
contributes to sustainable rural communities.
Many organizations have implied that merely
planting trees is the answer. While it has its
benefits, this is not true. We must continue to
practice silviculture- ensuring that the 187,000+
private landowners in Maryland can care for
and manage their lands to meet their objectives
is crucial. This message needs to be heard,
and together the Maryland Forests Association
and the Association of Forest Industries need
to be recognized as the experts on all matters
concerning forestry in the state.
A study performed by the Harry R. Hughes
Center for Agro-Ecology, “Growing for Good:
Farming and Forestry in Maryland,” spurred the
idea for this public perception outreach initiative.
The Hughes Center reports the survey showed
that “Marylanders have many connections to
agriculture and hold highly favorable views
toward farming operators in the state. However,
we also found there is a lack of understanding of
the forestry industry.” To better inform the general
public and policymakers about forestry, the forest
industry, and sustainable forest management the
Maryland Forests Association will “put a face”
or rather “faces” on forestry and create a story
that will result in a better understanding of our
supply chain and the economic and environmental
importance statewide. The campaign will consist

Upcoming Events

of identifying individuals in every county of the
state that will participate in the campaign; these
people will be our future ambassadors when
issues arise.
We will begin by working with partners to
develop unified factual based messages on various
forestry topics that are misunderstood, such
as clear-cutting, carbon neutrality, and woody
biomass, which are quite frankly tricky topics
even for forestry professionals to communicate
effectively. Each “face” will have social media
posts generated across multiple platforms. MFA
will rely on other organizations such as Grow
& Fortify & SMADAC that have an interest in
forestry but a broader audience to share the posts.
By reaching thousands of people, understanding
and awareness of our industry will increase. A
statewide slideshow will wrap up the campaign.
This is not just a social media campaign. It is
a chance to rebrand our organization to be the
voice for forestry in Maryland. Outreach and
collaboration with partners on this project will
be key to raising forest literacy levels to support,
stimulate, and maintain vibrant forests. A printed
version of the campaign will be produced to
clearly outline the forest community's challenges,
goals, and objectives to share with thought leaders
and policymakers.

MARYLAND
ENVIRONMENTAL
TRUST LAND STEWARD
TRAINING CLASSES
Jan. 16 & Feb. 17
Registration is available
via online form. Interested
volunteers should email
met.info@maryland.gov for
more information.
_________
WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT ONLINE
COURSE
Feb. 1
The next session of the
online course begins Feb. 1,
2021. Registration through
Eventbrite is now open; go to
https://2021wildlifecourse.
eventbrite.com

3

New Conservation Buffer Initiative Helps
Maryland Farmers Meet Chesapeake Bay
Cleanup Goals
ANNAPOLIS, MD – The Maryland Department of Agriculture has announced a new Conservation Buffer Initiative
for farmers interested in planting streamside buffers on their farms to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay
and its tributaries. The new pilot program aims to increase the amount of forest and grass buffers planted next to
waterways and field ditches to filter nutrients and sediment runoff from fields.
“Maryland farmers are seen around the nation as leaders in conservation practices,” said Maryland Agriculture
Secretary Joe Bartenfelder. “The new Conservation Buffer Initiative is another tool in the tool box for Maryland
farmers who are working in the field to help protect the Chesapeake Bay and improve water quality. The department
is excited to launch this new initiative that was designed based on farmer feedback to be more flexible with shorter
contract terms, easier site management, and protection for streams and field ditches.”
Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay Cleanup Plan includes a goal to plant 63,980 acres of buffers by 2025. To help meet this
goal, farmers can sign up for grants through the department’s Conservation Buffer Initiative during the four-week
enrollment period from Jan. 11 to Feb. 5, 2021.
The following three types of buffers will be eligible for funding and free technical assistance under this pilot program:
• Grass Buffers on Watercourses – Establish a new buffer or improve an existing buffer between cropland and
either an adjacent watercourse or field ditch.
• Buffers on Watercourses – Establish a new buffer or improve an existing buffer between cropland and an
adjacent watercourse.
• Watercourse Access Control Area – Establish a new access control area or improve an existing access control
area between an adjacent watercourse and an active livestock pasture. Additional funding is available to establish
livestock exclusion fencing.
Participating farmers receive a one-time payment to help offset costs to establish a buffer on their farms with 75%
paid when the contract is executed and the remaining 25% when the project is completed. Payment rates range from
$500 per acre for an existing grass buffer to a maximum of $3,500 per acre to install a riparian buffer with fencing.
Contracts are for 5 or 10 years. Site installations will be verified through the Soil Conservation Districts.
Mowing and hay harvesting will still be allowed, but nutrient applications will not. All buffer projects must be
completed by June 30, 2022.
Farmers who want to install new buffers on land adjacent to waterways or improve existing buffers are encouraged
to sign up. The program offers no-contact enrollment on the department’s website. For help with applications or
questions, please contact your local soil conservation district.
Funding for Maryland’s Conservation Buffer Initiative is provided by the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust
Fund, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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OLD MILL GIVEN NEW LIFE

Results of the Former Cropper Brothers Lumber Auction
Willards, Maryland, December 8, 2020- It's not often
that a sawmill goes to auction and avoids the chopping
block, but that exactly what happened this time. The
former Croppers Brothers Lumber was purchased in
its entirety and will resume operation in early 2021. As
a crowd of interested parties watched, several bidders
battled it out online and person to get the opportunity to
enter the forest products industry, a lucrative endeavor for
someone that is up for the challenge. The lucky winner
was Ezra Rickards, a young entrepreneur who purchased
the mill and land at the sale. Mr. Rickards says, “he will
be working with equipment manufacturers and other
experts in the industry to make repairs and upgrades to the
facility.” He hopes that reopening the mill will revitalize
timber markets in the region by providing another outlet
for landowners and loggers. While the lumber business is
new to Mr. Rickards, he isn't new to the business world.
He currently owns and operates a large auto body shop
in Millsboro, DE. The name of the new operation will be
Delmarva Lumber.
The former Cropper Brothers Lumber began operations
in Willards in 1965, providing local jobs and markets for
timberland owners while producing lumber, pilings, chips,
and animal bedding. The operation closed in November
2017 and has been in receivership with the Farmers
Bank of Willards ever since. Before going to auction,
the bank explored several other options to find a buyer
because they realize the vital role the sawmill plays in
the rural economy. Matthew Davis, a spokesperson for
the bank, said, “we couldn't be happier to see the sawmill
reopen in Willards. Any opportunity to bring jobs back
to Wicomico County is a win for the community. With
the shortage of mills on Delmarva, I'm sure landowners
and the timber industry will share our enthusiasm. In
today’s environment, it would be virtually impossible to
build a new mill from scratch, making this a once-in-alifetime chance for someone with the vision and drive to
succeed. Luckily today, we found that person, and we at

The Farmers Bank of Willards are committed to doing
whatever it takes to support the new owner as they rebuild this storied operation.”
Harold Scrimgeour was among the observers at the
auction. He said, “after 25 years of sawmill closings, it
was absolutely amazing to witness the Cropper Brothers
sell to an individual that plans on operating the mill.
This is a great day for the forestry industry as well as
woodland owners. I hope that regulators from across the
bridge understand how important adding this mill is for
forest management, keeping land in forestry, and creating
jobs for the Eastern Shore.” Beth Hill, Executive Director
of MFA, also in attendance, said, “this is a win for forest
landowners and loggers on the shore. Our organization
is committed to the growth and retention of the forest
products industry and is looking forward to helping make
this operation a success.” MFA is Maryland’s voice for
forest, wildlife, and natural resource management.
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Deer Firearm Season Reopens Jan. 8 in Maryland
Last Opportunity of the Season for Most Firearms Hunters
The Maryland Department of Natural
Resources announces the January firearm
deer hunting season opens Jan. 8, 2021,
in Deer Management Region B, which
includes all of the state except the
westernmost counties. Hunters with a valid
hunting license may use firearms to harvest
sika and white-tailed deer during
this season.
The season is open Jan. 8-9 in all of Region
B. The season is open Sunday, Jan. 10
on private and designated public lands
in Cecil and St. Mary’s counties, and on
private lands only in Calvert, Caroline,
Carroll, Charles, Dorchester, Frederick,
Harford, Kent, Montgomery, Queen
Anne’s, Somerset, Washington (Zone 1),
and Worcester counties. Shooting hours
end at 10:30 a.m. in Kent and Montgomery
counties. “The January season offers deer
hunters one last chance to fill their firearms
season bag limit,” Wildlife and Heritage
Service Director Paul Peditto said. “The
typically strong antlerless harvest during
this late season contributes significantly
to managing the deer population in
Region B.”

Hunters are reminded that during the
designated firearm seasons they may
now use rifles and handguns that employ
straight-walled cartridges in all counties.
Rifles and handguns that use bottleneck
cartridges remain limited to those counties
that permitted them previously. If using
a straight-walled cartridge rifle, hunters
should indicate they used a rifle, not a
shotgun, when registering their harvest
with the state’s automated check-in system.
More information on this change, along
with season bag limits and other deer
hunting regulations, are available in the
Maryland Guide to Hunting and Trapping.
During firearms season, Maryland requires
deer hunters and their companions to wear
daylight fluorescent orange or daylight
fluorescent pink in one of the following
manners: a cap of solid fluorescent daylight
orange or pink, a vest or jacket containing
back and front panels of at least 250 square
inches of fluorescent daylight orange or
pink, or an outer garment of camouflage
daylight fluorescent orange or pink worn
above the waist and containing at least 50
percent daylight fluorescent color.

Hunters are additionally reminded to
use precautions to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, which includes keeping six
feet away from anyone who does not reside
with you, and wearing a facial covering
when social distancing isn’t possible.
Hunters should carefully inspect all
tree-stands and always wear a full-body
safety harness while in the stand and
while climbing in or out. The department
strongly recommends using a sliding knot,
commonly known as a prusik knot, attached
to a line that is secured above the stand that
allows the hunter to be safely tethered to
the tree as soon as they leave the ground.
Maryland hunters are encouraged to
donate any extra deer they may harvest.
Hunters are reminded that they may
claim a tax credit of up to $50 for each
legally harvested deer that is processed
and donated to a nonprofit food sharing
program. The maximum credit in any one
tax year is $200 per hunter. The approved
form to claim this credit is available online.

Deer Harvest up 16% during Maryland Firearms Season
December 21, 2020 – The Maryland Department of Natural Resources announced that hunters harvested 31,571 deer during the two-week
firearms season from Nov. 28 – Dec. 12. The harvest was 16% higher than last year’s official count of 27,121. Hunters enjoyed good
weather compared to the 2019 season, which was hampered by rain, wind, and fog on key days. Hunters reported taking 11,623 antlered
deer during the two-week season, up 13% from last year’s official total of 10,258. The antlerless harvest increased 18% from 16,863 last
year to 19,948 this year. Sika deer represented 460 of the total antlered harvest and 556 of the total antlerless harvest.
source: news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020

Loggers Celebrate Passage of Emergency
Coronavirus Relief Act of 2020
America’s loggers will finally have an opportunity
to receive much needed assistance to off-set losses
experienced due to the COVID-19 shutdown. The
Emergency Coronavirus Relief Act of 2020, the latest
COVID-19 relief package, was passed by a bi-partisan
vote in both the House and Senate. The bill includes
language appropriating $200 million in funding for
logging and log trucking businesses who saw a greater
than 10 percent loss in revenues from January 1 through
December 1, 2020 related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
as compared to revenues for the same period in 2019.
TITLE 3 SUB-TITLE C SECTION 3201:
Provided, that of the amount provided under this
heading, $200,000,000 shall be used to provide relief
to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses
that have, as a result of the COVID–19 pandemic,
experienced a loss of not less than 10 percent in gross
revenue during the period beginning on January 1,
2020, and ending on December 1, 2020, as compared to
the gross revenue of the eligible entity during the same
period in 2019.
Today, members of Congress recognized the important
role the timber harvesting industry plays in the United
States economy by including both logging and log
hauling businesses in the COVID-19 relief package.
Logging and log hauling businesses were deemed to
be essential service providers, but have struggled with
making fixed cost payments as a result of reduced
markets for the unrefined forest products they produce.
Many logging companies experienced severe losses
when lumber and paper mills across the country
reduced or ceased production in response to drops in
demand. Nationwide production curtailments have led
to lower prices for log delivery to mills. Virtually all
raw material delivered to mills by loggers and truckers
have experienced price drops greater than 5% in 2020
compared to 2019. According to a third-party analysis
by Forests2Market, a 6.7% (21.4 million tons) reduction
in nation-wide wood consumption reduced wood prices
and generated a $1.83 billion (-13.0%) loss in revenue.
Insurance, equipment, fuel, and other costs associated
with the industry make up the vast majority of expenses
as compared to payroll which some were able to take
advantage of under the Payroll Protection Program
issued earlier during the pandemic. “Those costs
continue to be incurred by the businesses, regardless if
they are able to work or not, and with the tight margins
and quotas that the industry has seen over the past
several months, many logging businesses were not
able to keep up with their fixed costs, causing concern
about the future of their businesses. The amount of

relief coming from the federal government is not meant
to make these businesses whole, but rather to serve as
a stop gap while they adjust their business plans to be
able to operate under this new economy,” stated Daniel
Dructor, Executive Vice President for the American
Loggers Council (ALC).
Logging companies are generally small, family-owned
businesses that have high operating costs and are more
susceptible to prolonged periods of economic decline.
Many are in danger of permanent closure. “The logging
industry is just like farming except for the rotation age
of our crop,” stated Tim Christopherson, President
of the ALC and co-owner of DABCO, Inc. a timber
harvesting and hauling company located in Kamiah,
Idaho. “To see Christmas trees and other agricultural
commodities and specialty crops included in the first
and second versions of Coronavirus Food Protection
Program (CFAP) while not including those same trees
that can be turned into paper and other consumables,
simply did not make sense. We applaud members of
Congress for recognizing and including the loggers and
log haulers in this historic legislation.”
Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) first secured logger
relief funds in draft legislation released in December
by a bipartisan coalition of Members of Congress. Her
provision built upon the “Loggers Relief Act” that Sen.
Collins and Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC) sponsored
earlier this year. Ultimately, Collins’ provision was
retained in the final COVID relief package passed by
Congress this week.
Dructor applauded members of Congress and logging
associations for the roles they played in securing this
funding, “Special thanks to Senator Collins of Maine
and Congressman Rouzer of North Carolina and to
all of the State and Regional Logging Associations
for making your voices heard up in Washington, DC.
To my knowledge, this is the first time in history that
loggers have sought relief from Congress and they have
delivered. Loggers are a tough bunch and have a way of
working things out, but the Coronavirus is something
never before seen and the economic impacts have been
felt by everyone.”
For several months, ALC worked with congressional
offices and the White House National Economic
Council to raise awareness about the impact of COVID
to the logging sector. While it will be up to the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to determine
how the funds will be distributed, legislation states that
the intent of the bill is to provide the logging sector
with a measure of equity alongside other agricultural
producers impacted by COVID-19.
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Expanded tax credits for modern, high efficiency wood and
pellet heaters a big step in the right direction
On December 28, President Trump signed into a law legislation passed by Congress which was the largest
renewable energy spending bill in a decade and included incentives for solar, wind, advanced wood heat and
a host of other technologies. This marks the first-time modern wood heating systems have been granted an
Investment Tax Credit (ITC), rather than the far smaller tax credit wood heating technologies had
been receiving.
The incentive provides a 26% tax credit for stoves and boilers that are 75% efficiency or higher. Consumers
can easily identify efficiency levels by checking the EPA lists of certified wood and pellet heaters. The credit
has no upper limit and lasts for three years, declining to 22% in 2023.
The effort to pass such an ambitious bill was led by the Biomass Thermal Energy Council, who started
lobbying for it in 2009. In recent years, another significant push was led by Charlie Niebling, a consultant
for Lignetics and former Chairman of BTEC. The Alliance for Green Heat contributed time and resources to
both of these efforts, along with many other BTEC members.
Many Senators and members of Congress signed on to various iterations of the bill over the last decade, but
it was Senator Collins and Senator Angus King who provided the final push, along with Chairman Richard
Neal in the House of Representatives.
The legislative effort gained momentum as new EPA regulations required wood and pellet heaters to be
cleaner and to disclose their efficiencies. “This is an important step forward but it is only one piece of a
much larger puzzle to modernize the technology and the test protocols,” said John Ackerly, President of the
Alliance for Green Heat.
Visit https://forgreenheat.blogspot.com/2020/12/expanded-tax-credits-for-modern-high.html for more
information.

MARYLAND FOREST
SERVICE BEGINS
LOGGING SITE VISITS
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The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Forest Service will conduct forest harvest site visits
on active logging operations across the state, in a joint
effort with the Maryland Department of the Environment
(MDE) to protect natural resources, wetlands, and
waterways during forest harvest operations.
The Forest Service will provide expert and time-sensitive
technical assistance to forest product operators to help
ensure timber harvests are conducted in compliance
with the approved Erosion and Sediment Control, using
the most effective and appropriate best management
practices. This improved communication with the forest
industry will bolster efforts to help control sediment
pollution from entering Maryland’s waterways.
Loggers are required to notify their DNR county forester
and delegated county inspector three business days
before starting the logging operation. The loggers’
approved Erosion and Sediment Control permit will list
the appropriate person to contact before starting the job.
Counties with delegated enforcement authority from
MDE will still need to be contacted prior to starting
the timber harvest operation. Anne Arundel, Baltimore,

Calvert, Carroll, Charles, Frederick, Harford, Howard,
Kent, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Worcester are
counties with delegated enforcement authority for forest
harvest operations. Once notified, DNR foresters will
conduct site visits to assist loggers with Sediment and
Erosion Control compliance as needed.
MDE or the county with delegated authority will
retain the enforcement authority at any harvest site
where noncompliance issues are observed. The goal is
to eliminate the need for enforcement by addressing
potential areas of concern before they become an issue
of noncompliance with the sediment and erosion control
regulations.
To watch Dave Gailey of The MD Forest Service
provide an update, please see https://go.umd.edu/
ForestServiceUpdate for the recording.

Your Membership Matters!
The Maryland Forests Association relies on the support of our members and sponsors to fund our organization and
allow us to be the voice for Maryland forestry. Please help make 2021 another successful year for membership!
We are counting on you to renew your membership and ask that you invite your friends, family and colleagues to
join us as a collective voice for Maryland forestry. Last year, your contributions helped us boost our scholarship,
career camp, and general funds. Help us exceed our 2021 goals and consider a contribution in addition to your
membership renewal.
We are working harder than ever to serve you better and represent Maryland’s forestry industry. We cannot do
this work without your support. Please look out for membership renewal letters and you can also renew online at
mdforests.org. Thank you!
Your Support Makes a Difference!
2021 Membership Rates:
•

Student – $10

•

Forestry Board Member (NEW!) – $20

•

Landowner/General Public – $35

•

Natural Resources Professional – $60

•

Hunting & Recreational Clubs – $80*

•

Businesses/Agencies/Organizations – $150

•

Sawmill – $300

* Insurance fees must be paid directly to the insurance
company, MFA processes membership only.

Sponsor Membership Rates
MFA offers three levels of Annual Sponsorship,
starting at $600. Each level provides an
membership with MFA plus additional
advertising benefits.
Visit mdforests.org to learn more.
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New Hunting
Advocacy Group
helps form “Right
to Fish & Hunt”
Legislation for 2021
Hunters of Maryland is a group of conservationminded hunters whose singular purpose is to
safeguard the privilege of hunting in Maryland
from individuals, groups, and organizations who
would see those privileges ended through thinly
disguised statutory, budgetary, regulatory, and administrative policies. It is not a dues/membership group. Instead, it
is self-funded by a dedicated few who realize the moral imperative of standing together, knowing that if they do not,
hunting in Maryland could become a foregone legacy within a generation. The group sees itself as the last line of
defense against the anti-hunting community.
The Hunters of Maryland will work hand-in-hand with the bi-partisan Maryland Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus
on “Right to Fish & Hunt” legislation to be introduced in the 2021 Session of the Maryland General Assembly that
will make it a statutory right to so in the state. The Hunters of Maryland have not only been directly involved in
developing this legislation but will play the lead role in January 2021 to secure its enactment. Visit the news section
of www.huntersofmaryland.com to view the proposed legislation.

Bill Miles and Beth Hill spending time afield.

President’s Message Continued...
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Such a measure not only denies the renewability of the resource but also builds the erroneous presumption that the
only trees that can help mitigate climate change are those which are never cut.
At this point, I choose to believe that the shortcomings in the draft legislation are simply the result of ignorance
on the part of the authors, not because of any malintent toward forestry. Assuming that’s the case, then I suggest
that their ignorance is our shortcoming, not theirs. As a forestry community, once again, we’ve failed to make
basic points—wood is renewable and landowners are more than happy to grow trees, even without a massive
governmental program, if there are markets for their timber, once it is mature. If we’re to survive as a forestry
community with a vibrant industry component, this is a shortcoming that must be corrected.
Very soon now, we’ll see the final “Economic Adjustment Strategy” focusing on how best to increase forest
industry investments in Maryland. I have been privileged to serve on the team developing this. I believe that some
of the recommendations in it will represent a watershed moment for the forestry community in Maryland. But
it will also represent perhaps our best opportunity to elevate the public perception of forestry in the State along
with our political stature. If we take advantage of the opportunity, then I think the next time someone discusses
renewable energy or decides to convert a perfectly good wood energy facility to natural gas (as we are seeing with
the Eastern Correctional Institution), forestry will, at least, be a big part of the discussion. Stay tuned!

HUNT LEASE LIABILITY INSURANCE
for Maryland Forests Association Members
For less than the price of a new tree stand, you can
protect your hunt club, all of its members and guests,
and even the landowner with a $1 million policy.
Contact Outdoor Underwriters for more details and
don’t forget to tell them that you’re an MFA member!
For more information, contact:

866 - 961 - 4101

or visit them online at: MFA.OutdoorUnd.com

Underwritten through Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.

Thank you to our sponsors!
The MFA thanks all of the companies who engage in sponsorship of the association!
Sponsors help keep our educational events affordable and improve the overall structure of the MFA.

Wye Oak Sponsors

TD Smith, LLC
Sycamore Sponsors

Dogwood Sponsors
Edrich Lumber, Inc.
Garman Brothers
GFR Forestry Consultants
McAllister & Co.
Rural Maryland Council

For more information on sponsorship, visit mdforests.org.

Timber Harvest, Inc.
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P.O. Box 332
Linkwood, Maryland 21835

MFA Officers & Board Members
MFA Officers:

Board Members:

Joe Hinson, President

Todd Berman, Pixelle Specialty Solutions

Keith Ohlinger, Vice President

Bill Buckel, Rocky Resolve Tree Farm

Tim Smith, Treasurer/Secretary

John Cheynet, GFR Forestry Consultants

MFA Staff:

James Culp, Landowner

Beth Hill, Executive Director
410.463.1755 • info@mdforests.org

Steve McHenry, MARBIDCO

Lindsay Ayers, Accounting
Megan Smith, Membership Coordinator
Sarah Davis, Design Editor

Jonathan Kays, UMD Extension

Electronic CrossCut: If you are interested in receiving the
next issue of CrossCut electronically, instead of print, e-mail
info@mdforests.org. Please include your name, company
name, and e-mail address.

Publication Notice:
We welcome your
company news and updates
or columns with your
professional insight. Email
any submissions you may
have for the next edition of
CrossCut to
beth@mdforests.org.

