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I recently read a summary of concerns that some might have with 
wood energy.  Among them were, “If biomass energy is created 

by burning wood waste, what incentives or mechanisms exist in 
Maryland to replant or replace trees?”  Implicit in this concern is 
the belief that without some human effort to assure that trees that 
are cut are replanted, somehow, they disappear from the landscape 
permanently.  
Fact is, trees reproduce naturally and grow just fine on their 
own.  All trees at some stage in their lives produce seed; acorns, 
holly berries, maple “helicopters” or bits of fluff from aspens or 
sycamores or seeds from within evergreen cones.  Often this seed 
remains viable in the soil for years, just waiting for a bit of sunlight 
to germinate and grow.  Trees can also reproduce from stump 
sprouts or occasionally from the roots that remain in the ground.  
For these reasons, when trees are cut or perhaps a fire kills them, 
new trees will automatically take their place.  
If you are fortunate enough to be on a high point gazing out across 
the mountains of western Maryland, you’ll be seeing thousands 
of acres of trees, mostly hardwoods but with occasional stands 
of evergreen white pine or hemlock.  But as you enjoy the view, 
consider this—all of this land has been harvested for timber at least 
once and virtually none of the trees you see were ever planted.  
If your travels take you to the lower Eastern Shore and if you could 
find a high point (spoiler alert—there aren’t any!), you would see a 
different forest, one largely dominated by loblolly pines and many 
of those were planted.  Although loblolly pine is a native species 

Maryland’s 
Spring Turkey 
Season closed 
on May 23rd. 

MFA Director, 
Beth Hill wasn’t 

able to bag 
one this year, 

but it wasn’t 
for lack of 

trying. See this 
year’s harvest 

numbers on 
page 3.

Continued on page 11 



2

LOGGER 
OF THE 
YEAR

Each year the Maryland Delaware 
Master Logger and Maryland Forest 
Association (MFA) work together 
to choose and celebrate the Logger 
of the Year Award. The award 
recognizes outstanding loggers who 
are working to a higher standard.

The award is open to all independent 
logging contractors, nominations 
are submitted to the MD-DE Master 
Logger Program mid-summer for 
the MD-DE Master Logger steering 
committee members to review.

Nominees understands their role 
as caretaker of this important 
renewable resource and must 
demonstrate deliberate care 
during timber harvesting, a keen 
understanding of forest management 
practices,  contribute to the logging 
community through service and 
excels at business management all 
while keeping themselves and their 
crew safe.

If you know a logger that is doing 
some good work and want to 
nominate them go to:  
https://go.umd.edu/
LOYnomination

Contact: Agnes,  cell: 410-310-8445 
or office: 410-827-8056.

Nominations are due by 
July 15, 2020.

Woodland Wildlife Wednesday Webinar
Looking for something new to do for a mid-week lunch hour? Then 
join us for the Woodland Stewardship Education program’s new series 
of “Woodland Wildlife Webinars,” to be held at 12 noon on the last 
Wednesday of the month through the end of the year. Each program is 
free and will be conducted via WebEx.

Upcoming webinars will include conservation efforts for Maryland’s 
amphibians, reptiles and golden winged warblers; the state of 
Maryland’s turkeys and white-tailed deer; landowner liability and 
recreation access; and much more.

The next webinar will be Wednesday, June 24. Scott Smith, Wildlife 
Diversity Ecologist, MD DNR Wildlife & Heritage Service, will 
present a webinar entitled “Conservation Efforts for Reptiles & 
Amphibians in Maryland.”

To register for this webinar, please visit  
https://woodlandwildlifewed.eventbrite.com. Participants can log in up 
to 15 minutes before the webinar begins.

Executive Director’s Message

Master Logger 
Opportunity
The definition of Tree Expert has changed 
and may open up new business opportunities 
for loggers statewide. This session legislation 
was passed via SB867 / HB1311 Allegany 
Co. & Garrett Co.- Definition of Tree Expert 
Alteration. It modified the experience and 
education qualifications needed to obtain a 
tree expert license by allowing a person to 
qualify if they have, within the immediately 

preceding three years, (1) achieved active master logger status from the 
University of Maryland Extension’s Maryland-Delaware Master Logger 
Program and (2) held a forest product operator’s license.

The Act terminates September 30, 2022. The Maryland Tree Expert Law, 
adopted in 1945, addresses tree care work done for compensation on private or 
public property in the State and protects consumers by licensing qualified and 
insured tree care companies and individuals. DNR indicates there are currently 
approximately 1,300 licensed tree experts for more information visit: https://
dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/programapps/LTE_How-to-Apply.aspx 

Maryland’s Spring Turkey Season



Woodland Wildlife Wednesday Webinar

Upcoming Events

THE GENERAL 
FORESTRY COURSE

Registration Opens June 1
Enrollment is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The course 
will begin on September 1. 
https://extension.umd.edu/

forestry-course
_________

WOODLAND WILDLIFE 
WEDNESDAY WEBINARS

Last Wednesday of the 
month, 12 noon - 1 PM 

Register at: https://
woodlandwildlifewed.

eventbrite.com 
_________

“SEEING THE FOREST 
FOR THE TREES” 
WEBINAR SERIES

Consecutive Tuesdays  
beginning June 2, 2020

The webinars will be held 
on consecutive Tuesdays 
in June and July, and will 

feature a variety of speakers 
from industry, conservation 
and environmental groups, 

business, and state and federal 
agencies. Registration is free.  
For more information, go to: 
https://bit.ly/MDBiomass20

_________

37TH EAST COAST 
SAWMILL AND 

LOGGING EQUIPMENT 
EXPOSITION 

October 9-10, 2020 
Richmond, Virginia 

www.exporichmond.com/
_________

INVASIVE PLANT ID FOR 
PROFESSIONALS

Thurs. Sept. 10, 2020 
1:00-5:00 pm

Prince Frederick, Maryland

RSVP Required. Register at:  
extension.umd.edu/events
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Executive Director’s Message

Greetings everyone!  I hope that you are all 
staying safe and sane during COVID-19; it can 

be challenging. Forestry, like every other aspect of 
agriculture, has felt the impacts of this pandemic.
People in our industry, including myself, started to 
panic in mid-March as we were not included in some 
of the first discussions about “essential services” 
and “food supply chain.” I thank the leadership of 
MDA, DNR, and the Department of Commerce for 
being so responsive to my concerns and ensuring that 
the Administration would view our entire industry 
as essential critical infrastructure as deemed by 
the Department of Homeland Security. The CISA 
guidance stated that “workers who support the 
manufacture and distribution of forest products, 
including, but limited to timber, paper, and other 
wood products” should continue to work as they are 
“crucial to community resilience and continuity of 
essential functions.”
As I have said many times before, our industry is 
often overlooked and misunderstood. Many people 
don’t get why wood is essential. After all, it isn’t 
the first thing you think of when looking at the 
food supply chain, but the shavings and sawdust 
produced at our sawmills and factories is utilized for 
animal bedding. Providing clean litter and a healthy 
environment is essential in having a healthy food 
supply. I thank Holly Porter from the Delmarva 
Poultry Industry for also weighing in on our behalf. 
Partnerships are also necessary.
While we no longer have a paper mill here in 
Maryland, our wood is used to feed plants in 
surrounding states. Toilet paper seems to be one 
item that is on everyone’s minds these days, but 
these plants produce a variety of products used to 
package both food and medical supplies. Along with 
pulpwood from loggers, these plants also consume 
the chips from our sawmills to make these products. 
We have in-state manufactures that produce pallet 
lumber used to distribute products around the world. 
We also produce specialty timbers and poles that 

ensure reliable electrical, rail service, and critical 
construction projects are uninterrupted.  I could go 
on and on, but I realize that I am preaching to the 
choir, you all get my point and know that you are 
essential.
I also know that it hasn’t been business as usual. 
You are feeling the pain of COVID-19. Just like 
other aspects of agriculture, our factories are 
designed to accommodate large users- restaurants 
and institutions. A paper plant in Virginia recently 
announced that it was temporarily laying off 70 
employees and shutting down a line. Mills are also 
stepping production down and placing loggers on 
quotas because they aren’t able to move some of 
their most valuable grades of lumber due to lack 
of exports and construction. These conditions are 
leading to too much wood in the pipeline, and it will 
likely be a slow recovery once things open back up, 
but we are resilient! I always try to look for the good 
in every situation. I pray that some of these supply 
chain issues lead to more investment in domestic 
manufacturing, which allows us to return to being a 
more self-sufficient nation.
 As for MFA, this pandemic has thrown a kink in 
some of our plans. Bus tours and annual meetings 
are postponed and will likely take place in the 
fall. I have learned that having ZOOM meetings 
and conference calls do not compare to in-person 
meetings. I miss people, and I hope that this does not 
become the “new normal.” So, while I am anxious to 
get back out and about to visit with you guys again, 
staying home does have some perks. I’ve been able 
to dedicate time to some projects that I think are very 
exciting.  We are working on several educational 
campaigns in partnership with Tree Farm, AFI, SAF, 
and the Center for Agroecology….stayed tuned for 
details, and be well!

Beth Hill, Executive Director MFA

Maryland’s Spring Turkey Season
Maryland hunters reported harvesting 4,303 wild 
turkeys during the 2020 regular spring and junior hunt 
turkey seasons, the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources announced. This year’s harvest surpassed 
the previous high of 4,175, set in 2017, and was 8% 
higher than the 2019 harvest of 4,002 turkeys.
“This year’s harvest suggests that many hunters took 
advantage of abundant turkey populations in much of 
the state,” Wildlife and Heritage Service Director Paul 
Peditto said. 

The percentage of juvenile turkeys or “jakes” reported 
in the harvest (24%) was at its highest level since the 
2012 spring season. This supports other survey data 
showing that the summer of 2019 was an excellent 
year for turkey production and boosted populations 
significantly.
For more information and total harvests by county 
visit: news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/06/04/spring-
hunters-harvest-a-record-4303-wild-turkeys/

Photo by Stephen Badger; Maryland.gov/DNR
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ACDS Contracted 
for Economic 
Adjustment Strategy

Maryland supports one of the nation’s most diverse and 
prolific forest ecosystems in the United States, from 

the pine stands on the Eastern Shore that are renowned for 
quality and density to the Appalachian hardwoods of Western 
Maryland that are recognized around the world as premier 
inputs for fine furniture and cabinetry. However, the industry 
is shrinking. This decline hits Maryland’s rural communities 
hard, where job loss and economic transition can be painful 
and difficult from which to recover. 
In response to these difficulties, Western Maryland RC&D 
and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
contracted with ACDS, LLC to develop an Economic 
Adjustment Strategy for the industry. It will provide 
an analysis and recommendations for rebuilding and 
modernizing the forest products industry in the state. When 
complete, the EAS will provide the roadmap for leveraging 
Maryland’s leadership in an industry that already contributes 
$36 billion to the regional economy. It will focus on both 
short-term project support and long-term infrastructure and 
research and development efforts that will guarantee a robust 
future for the industry for many years to come.
The project team began its work in March. While the 
COVID-19 pandemic has slowed in person meetings, the 
team has been researching industry opportunities both 
domestically and internationally. Our initial findings indicate 
that the use of wood-based biomass is growing rapidly in 
Europe in response to greenhouse gas reduction requirements. 
Domestically, interest in combined heat and power (CHP) 
bioenergy facilities is growing.
Bioenergy facilities are mostly fueled by wood pellets.  
Manufacturing of such a fuel has been a topic of interest 
within the state for the last decade and continues to present 
potential market opportunities both domestically and abroad. 
In Maryland, wood pellets and advanced wood pellets offer 
a chance to bring back wood product manufacturing jobs and 
improve forest health. 
Internationally, export markets in Europe are growing due to 
policies requiring the reduction of fossil fuel consumption, 
and 16.9% of the energy use for heat comes from biomass. 
European Union wood pellet consumption grew 8% between 
2017 and 20181. The United Kingdom imports 4.8 million 
tons from the US in 2018, making it the largest export 
market. Consumption there is growing two percent annually. 
Other export markets include Belgium and Denmark2.  
European markets for wood pellets will continue to grow 
with the EU’s commitment to decreasing carbon emissions. 
The US exports 97% of its wood pellets production to 
Europe. About 81% goes to the UK, 10% goes to Belgium 
and 4% goes to Denmark.
Though most pellets are exported, domestically there is a 
growing interest in CHP projects, some right in Maryland. 
The Power Plant Research Program of the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources determined in a 2006 study 
that there are more than 3,700 commercial or industrial sites 

with the potential to be users and operators of CHP power 
plants3. While these numbers have likely changed over the 
intervening years, the basis of the study indicates possible 
demand for additional CHP facilities across the state.
Investing in wood pellet manufacturing makes sense for 
Maryland. The state has an abundance of pulpwood and 
urban wood waste, which make good feedstock for producing 
wood pellets. Currently, about 1.6 billion cubic feet (29%) of 
the growing stock on timberland can be considered pulpwood 
(<13” diameter). Additionally, the state has approximately 
880,000 dry tons of urban wood waste that could be used as 
biomass fuel chips4. Both types of feedstock work well as 
source material for wood pellets.
ACDS continues to research markets and develop a thorough 
understanding of the local industry as well as opportunities 
that fit with the Maryland forestry economy. A final report is 
anticipated in September, and in the meantime, the team will 
be reaching out to forestry community members at all levels. 
The project team welcomes feedback and active participation 
from the forestry industry. We look forward to engaging 
by phone and email and meeting folks as social distancing 
restrictions ease.

Net European pellet trade stream and net North American export toward 
Europe in 2018 (>100 ktonnes), (ktonnes) Source:  Eurostat, European 
Bioenergy Outlook 2019 – Pellet

Map of pellet consumption in Europe in 2018 
Note: EE, LT & NO: 2018 consumption is a replication of 2017.  
Source: EPC survey 2019, Hawkins Wright

1Bioenergy Europe Statistical Report Policy Brief “Pellet” 2019
2Bioenergy Europe Statistical Report “Pellet” 2019
3 Kittler and Beauvais, “The Potential for Sustainable Wood-Based Bioenergy in Maryland”
4Nowak, Greenfield, and Ash, “Annual Biomass Loss and Potential Value of Urban Tree 
Waste in the United States.”
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Maryland Junior Rangers Learning At Home
These uncertain times have us stuck at home, but that doesn’t 
mean the learning and fun has to stop. The Maryland Junior 
Ranger program has created activities that you and your 
family can enjoy doing at home. Take time to explore nearby 
nature in your own backyard or neighborhood with adventure 
guide activity sheets and educational games. 
You can find activity sheets that provide fun and educational 
learning such as:
• Exploring the Outdoors
• Pollinator Playgrounds
• Plants and Trees
• Go Fish Word find puzzle

Activity sheets and color your own “Flat Ranger” are 
available for download at:  
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/JrRanger-
Home-Activities.aspx

Farewell from Our Editor
I had the pleasure to serve as 
the editor and designer for 
CrossCut sine 2018. During 
that ok time, I introduced the 
new design and produced 
six issues of the publication 
and managed the redesign 
of mdforests.org. I worked 
with the board on other 
communications and public 
relations projects. Together, we 
accomplished a lot. And along 
the way, I learned a lot about 
an industry that means so much 

to Maryland and the rest of the United States.

This spring, I stepped out 
of that role and joined the 
American Forest & Paper 
Association. As AF&PAs 

new communications manager, I will continue to advocate for 
the industry working for the trade organization that represents 
paper, pulp and wood product manufacturers. The lessons I 

learned working with MFA have been invaluable in  
this journey.
I am excited to turn over my responsibilities for MFA to a 
new communication specialist, Sarah Davis. And I know that 
with her skills and talents, Beth Hill’s passion and the broad 
expertise of the MFA board that the work we started will 
continue to strengthen.
Sustainability is one of the core issues I work in at AF&PA. 
I learned early on at MFA how fundamental sustainability is 
to the forest industry. It is exciting to continue my work in 
promoting these values in a national and international level.
Thank you to MFA for a wonderful experience and to the 
board for the opportunity to promote MFA. Membership is 
critical and I urge members to spread the word about this 
valuable organization.

-Jamie Tiralla 

Net European pellet trade stream and net North American export toward 
Europe in 2018 (>100 ktonnes), (ktonnes) Source:  Eurostat, European 
Bioenergy Outlook 2019 – Pellet

Map of pellet consumption in Europe in 2018 
Note: EE, LT & NO: 2018 consumption is a replication of 2017.  
Source: EPC survey 2019, Hawkins Wright

1Bioenergy Europe Statistical Report Policy Brief “Pellet” 2019
2Bioenergy Europe Statistical Report “Pellet” 2019
3 Kittler and Beauvais, “The Potential for Sustainable Wood-Based Bioenergy in Maryland”
4Nowak, Greenfield, and Ash, “Annual Biomass Loss and Potential Value of Urban Tree 
Waste in the United States.”

Join in on the at-home activities 
by creating your own My MD 
RANGER “Flat Ranger”
 
Color and cut out your very 
own Park Ranger to join 
you on adventures in 
your backyard and 
exploring nearby 
nature! Think about 
some of the jobs a 
Park Ranger does 
and take your 
“Flat Ranger” 
out to help you 
with those. Post 
pictures of you 
and your “Flat 
Ranger” on social 
media using the 
hashtag  
#MyMDRanger

Plants and Trees Activity Sheet
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MARBIDCO Pandemic Adjustment 
Equipment Grant Fund program
Governor Hogan Announces Pandemic 
Adjustment Funding for Agricultural, Forestry 
and Seafood Businesses 

Annapolis (May 15, 2020)….Governor Larry Hogan 
announced today that the Maryland Agricultural and 
Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation 
(MARBIDCO) will receive $2.2 million in federal 
Coronavirus Relief Funds to help Maryland agricultural, 
forestry and seafood businesses make operational adjustments 
caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic. “Agriculture, forestry 
and seafood are very important industries in Maryland 
consisting largely of many small, family-owned businesses 
located all across our State,” said Governor Hogan. “Many 
of these rural businesses have been negatively impacted by 
the pandemic, so we are pleased to be able to provide some 
targeted financial assistance to help these businesses recover 
and thrive.” 
MARBIDCO will be using half of the funding to establish 
a new Pandemic Adjustment Equipment Grant Fund to 
help Maryland’s food and fiber producers, harvesters and 
primary processors make necessary adjustments in their 
business operations which are necessitated by the impact of 
the pandemic. The program will enable applicants to receive 
grants for qualifying capital equipment purchases and facility 
upgrades for on-farm production, processing and storage, 
as well as wood processing and seafood processing, on the 
condition that these businesses are making pandemic-related 
business improvements. Grants ranging from $1,000 up to 
a maximum of $50,000 (or $75,000 for wood and seafood 
processors or agricultural cooperatives) are available up to 
80% of the eligible project cost. Applications requesting 
$20,000 or less will likely have a higher priority for funding.
The other half of this relief funding will be used to continue 
a recently-launched Pandemic Adjustment Loan Fund 
program designed to help Maryland’s farmers and other rural 
businesses make necessary adjustments in their business 
enterprises and to help diversify operations to make them 
more economically sustainable in light of the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic. Low-interest loans of up to $10,000 
are available for working capital and equipment purchases 
under very favorable terms.  
“Many Maryland farmers and other rural businesses are 
rapidly altering their operations to adjust to changing market 
conditions in response to the coronavirus pandemic, and 
some are pivoting to serve new customers and markets almost 
on the fly,” said Steve McHenry, MARBIDCO’s Executive 
Director. “Both of these new programs are designed to get 
money very quickly into the hands of rural business owners 
for the purchase of equipment and capital assets via an easy-
to-complete application process, and we greatly appreciate 
Governor Hogan making these funds available.”  

MARBIDCO has awarded two dozen pandemic adjustment 
loans in just the last three weeks to a wide variety of 
agricultural operations including dairy, equine, grain, 
nursery, vegetable, poultry, and shellfish farmers, as well 
as commercial watermen. The number of loans awarded 
is expected to grow substantially as news of this funding 
availability spreads. 
“MARBIDCO has a great track record of finding innovative 
ways to help Maryland farmers with their project financing 
challenges” said Maryland Secretary of Agriculture Joe 
Bartenfelder. “I encourage any Maryland farmer that has been 
negatively impacted by the COVID-19 Pandemic to take a 
look at these two new financial programs to see if they can 
help to better position their operations going forward.” 
Applicants to the Pandemic Adjustment Equipment Grant 
Fund may also apply to use loan proceeds from the Pandemic 
Adjustment Loan Fund (or another MARBIDCO loan 
program), to help satisfy the 20% matching requirement for 
the Pandemic Adjustment Equipment Grant Fund. The grant 
and matching funds must be used for equipment projects that 
are defined as capital assets by MARBIDCO. Applicants also 
must demonstrate that they have been impacted by the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and that the grant funds will be used to 
adjust their operations to serve new markets and make their 
operations more economically sustainable. 
Examples of capital assets include, but are not limited to, 
refrigeration equipment and related food 
storage facilities, processing facilities and major fixtures, 
composting equipment, creamery 
production equipment, manure digesters, optimization 
systems for maximizing fiber yield 
recovery, dry kilns, shavings mills, sawdust dryers and 
in-woods chippers.  
Applications for the Pandemic Adjustment Equipment Grant 
Fund must be submitted by June 10th.  
Applications for the Pandemic Adjustment Loan Fund must 
be submitted by June 15th. Application 
forms for both programs and additional information is 
available on the MARBIDCO website at 
www.marbidco.org. For questions, please call the office at 
(410) 267-6807. 
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The Forest “People” Chain

Einstein said, “If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t 
understand it well enough” this is a transforming 

thought that we can all kick around and around between 
ideas and initiatives beckoning or challenging the formation 
of simplification. Consider the view from 30 thousand feet 
and things then somehow become simpler. Go even higher 
and the world becomes just a simple round sphere. Take out 
the politics, egos and the people driven to keep their jobs. 
If we could do that, if every single person could do that, 
then we could simplify important ideas that would hopefully 
strengthen our industry.
The forest “people” chain are the living breathing human 
beings who work to bring consumers the forest products 
impossible to live without. They’re a part of our every 
day lives. The forest products purchased at the store, that 
arrive on our doorstep, that line the walls of our homes are 
products of a whole host of people with a specific expertise, 
when brought all together sustainable forest management 
happens. Paper, cardboard packaging, wood paneling, 
musical instruments, baseball bats, books, face masks, paper 
gowns, toilet paper and on and on. This forest “people” chain 
is a link to link team of professionals who add value to the 
sustainable forest products chain. Some manage harvests, 
some manage crews, some run equipment, some write 
prescriptions and some run for parts. No one person is more 
important than another, all are as valuable as the next. As a 
community, we should embrace every single person on the 
forest “people” chain as equals bringing forth a unique set 
of skills and expertise that without their specific skillset the 
forest “products” chain would weaken. After all, we are only 
as strong as our weakest link.
No one should be above anyone else, and most importantly, 
no one should be below anyone else along the forest “people” 
chain. Stop subscribing to the concept that one person’s skills 
are more important than another person’s skills and demand 
that belief from people you do business with. Everyone’s 
unique set of circumstances and experiences have brought 
them to where they are, and now their wisdom can bring 
value to the process. If you had walked in their same boots, 
it would bring you to the exact same space in time, so cast 
off judgment of their journey. There isn’t a people centered 
process in the entire world where one person is not needed as 
much as the next person.
The logging industry is the solution to the climate crisis, 
where logging professionals manage one of our largest 
carbon sinks as an important part of the forest products chain. 
Timber harvests are conducted by teams of professionals 
who strive to keep our forests sustainably working for future 
generations to come. Promote working forests as the solution 
to clean air, as well as mitigate wildfires and climate change.
“When it comes to a working forest, fighting over why 
we manage the forests is wasted time. Until every single 
living human being gives up every single forest product, 
sustainability is the only talking point!”
Everyone along the forest products chain should be fighting 
for our logging professionals who still struggle to make a 
living in the woods…..without their presence in our forest 

by Wendy A Farrand. Originally published on the Medium on May 22, 2020. Reprinted with permission.

“people” chain, where would we be? They are the ones 
willing to put their names on the line to buy the expensive, 
very expensive equipment to sustainably harvest the trees, 
to keep our forests working and feeding our much needed 
appetite for the products born of this very renewable 
resource. They are the ones, more than any other member 
of the forest “people” chain who get the least desirable 
treatment. Protesters, hecklers, and disrespectful know it alls, 
attacking the men and women trying to make a living in the 
woods, who frankly don’t know much, at least about the “big 
picture” of what it takes to sustainably manage a forest. Help 
the men and women who risk their lives to keep the wood 
moving, keep our forests working to wage battle against 
pollution and wildfires.
Make our industry known to the world as a place where 
young people can work to have a positive impact and change 
the world for the better. Where they can feel the good they 
can do working every day to help save the planet. Keep a 
kind level playing field, valuing each individual for what they 
bring to the table to make our industry an attractive place to 
make a living.
Embrace ideas that seem different, for the world is changing 
and it is changing at a rate that even the best of analysts 
have to struggle to comprehend. We must embrace change to 
survive in the volatile, crazy world we live in.
These are just a few of the simple ideas drawn from a web 
of complex ideas that have been kicking around, but what 
say you? Can you take some of the more complex ideas that 
exist in your world and take Einstein’s advice to simplify it. 
Do you understand it enough to simplify it? Do you have any 
simple ideas that can strengthen the forest “people” chain?
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This  program is offered in association with the Spurring Fossil Free- Biomass initiative, brought to you by the  Maryland Forestry 
Foundation and Maryland Clean Energy Center in partnership with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and 
the  Sustainable Forestry Council, with funding from the Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural Development Assistance Fund.  

 

 

 
WEBINAR SERIES OVERVIEW 
 

Economic & Environmental Opportunities for Woody Biomass Energy in Maryland 
Tuesday, June 2, from 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Economic Framework - Supporting Forest Conservation with Woody Biomass Energy 
Tuesday, June 9, from 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Environmental Framework - Incentivizing Woody Biomass Energy & Regulating Carbon Emissions 
Tuesday, June 16, from 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Biomass Energy Systems - Operation 
Tuesday, June 23, from 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Biomass Energy Systems - Economics & Finance 
Tuesday, July 7, from 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Join policymakers, industry experts 
and environmental advocates for this 
special Webinar Series, examining 
the impacts and advantages of 
utilizing wood resources for thermal 
biomass energy in Maryland.  
 
Forest management is necessary to ensure carbon 
sequestration for air quality and to protect the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Management of forests 
produces woody biomass materials, which are also 
available in excess in Maryland from storm debris 
removal and tree maintenance. This biomass resource 
is marketable as a feedstock for thermal energy 
generation, but are environmental impacts a factor? 
 
Sessions will highlight available technologies, 
economic competitiveness, ease of installing 
and operating biomass energy systems for the 
benefit of commercial and institutional 
consumers. 
  
Speakers will share case study examples of successful 
projects and cover a range of economic, operational, 
environmental, policy, and regulatory considerations. 
 
View Series Details & Register: 
https://bit.ly/MDBiomass20  
 
Participate in the entire series, or just sessions of 
interest. Registration is Free! 
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The Maryland Forests Association relies on the support of our members and sponsors to fund our organization and allow us to be 
the voice for Maryland forestry. Please help make 2020 another successful year for membership!
We are counting on you to renew your membership and ask that you invite your friends, family and colleagues to join us as a 
collective voice for Maryland forestry. Last year, your contributions helped us boost our scholarship, career camp, and general 
funds. Help us exceed our 2020 goals and consider a contribution in addition to your membership renewal. 
We are working harder than ever to serve you better and represent Maryland’s forestry industry. We cannot do this work without 
your support. Please look out for membership renewal letters and you can also renew online at mdforests.org. Thank you!

Your Membership Matters! 

Visit mdforests.org to learn more.

Your Support Makes a Difference!

2020 Membership Rates:

• Student – $10

• Forestry Board Member (NEW!) – $20

• Landowner/General Public – $35

• Natural Resources Professional – $60

• Hunting & Recreational Clubs – $80*

• Businesses/Agencies/Organizations – $150

• Sawmill – $300 
* Insurance fees must be paid directly to the insurance 
company, MFA processes membership only. 

Sponsor Membership Rates

MFA offers three levels of Annual 
Sponsorship, starting at $600. Each 
level provides an membership with MFA 
plus additional advertising benefits. 

This  program is offered in association with the Spurring Fossil Free- Biomass initiative, brought to you by the  Maryland Forestry 
Foundation and Maryland Clean Energy Center in partnership with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and 
the  Sustainable Forestry Council, with funding from the Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural Development Assistance Fund.  
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Economic Framework - Supporting Forest Conservation with Woody Biomass Energy 
Tuesday, June 9, from 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
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is marketable as a feedstock for thermal energy 
generation, but are environmental impacts a factor? 
 
Sessions will highlight available technologies, 
economic competitiveness, ease of installing 
and operating biomass energy systems for the 
benefit of commercial and institutional 
consumers. 
  
Speakers will share case study examples of successful 
projects and cover a range of economic, operational, 
environmental, policy, and regulatory considerations. 
 
View Series Details & Register: 
https://bit.ly/MDBiomass20  
 
Participate in the entire series, or just sessions of 
interest. Registration is Free! 
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Thank you to our sponsors!
The MFA thanks all of the companies who engage in sponsorship of the association! 

Sponsors help keep our educational events affordable and improve the overall structure of the MFA.

Wye Oak Sponsors

President’s Message Continued

Publication Notice:  
We welcome your company news 
and updates or columns with your 
professional insight. Email any 
submissions you may have for 
the next edition of CrossCut to 
beth@mdforests.org.

As of January 1, 2019, the Maryland Forest Association announced its 
new Executive Director, Beth Hill and new contact information for the 
organization:
Address: P. O. Box 332, Linkwood, Maryland 21835 
Phone: (410) 463 - 1755
Email: info@mdforests.org

Our Mission
The mission of the Maryland Forests Association is to conserve and enhance 
forests in Maryland by:
• Increasing awareness of the diverse, public benefits of forests;
• Supporting the sustainable use of forest resources; 
• Promoting economic opportunities for forest landowners; and, 
• Maintaining a viable local forest products industry.

Contact the Maryland Forests Association

Welcome New Sponsors!
The Maryland Forests Association is excited to welcome our newest Sycamore Sponsor, Hill’s and 

our newest Dogwood Sponsor, Garman Brothers.

410-987-4600
www.garmanlumber.com

Apply for Dick Stanfield Scholarship by Aug. 31
Established in 2012, the Dick Stanfield Scholarship is offered by the Maryland Forests Association in memory 
and honor of long-time member, Dick Stanfield who was instrumental in starting the Association in 1976. 
Mr. Stanfield had been president of the Maryland Lumberman’s Association and after it became the Maryland 
Forests Association he served as vice president of its Central Maryland division, and treasurer from 1987 until 
his death in 2012. 
The Scholarship provides a $500 cash award to an MFA member, child of an MFA member, or employee 
of Edrich Lumber to continue their education at the college level and is awarded annually. The application, 
available at mdforests.org, includes short essay and verification of college enrollment. Application deadline is 
August 31st with awards announced by September 30th.

www.hillsindustrial.com
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Thank you to our sponsors!
The MFA thanks all of the companies who engage in sponsorship of the association! 

Sponsors help keep our educational events affordable and improve the overall structure of the MFA.

Wye Oak Sponsors

Sycamore Sponsors

Dogwood Sponsors
Edrich Lumber, Inc.

The Forestland Group

Garman Brothers

GFR Forestry Consultants

Rural Maryland Council

Timber Harvest, Inc.

For more information on sponsorship, visit mdforests.org.

President’s Message Continued

and reproduces naturally from seed, landowners often plant 
stands that were clearcut to assure that the highly valuable 
pine trees can take advantage of the full sunlight and 
quickly grow.   
Foresters may choose to plant trees—generally softwood 
evergreen species—to control species they want on the site, 
manage the spacing to optimize growth or even to take 
advantage of genetically improved “super trees”.  Planting 
also provides the seedlings with a year or two advantage 
over the inevitable natural competition that will also grow 
in the area.  So, there are advantages to planting trees and 
millions are established this way every year.  But, if they 
aren’t, no worries—the trees will grow back and do just 
fine on their own. 
Joe Hinson, MFA President

HUNT LEASE LIABILITY INSURANCE
for Maryland Forests Association Members
For less than the price of a new tree stand, you can 
protect your hunt club, all of its members and guests, 
and even the landowner with a $1 million policy. 
Contact Outdoor Underwriters for more details and 
don’t forget to tell them that you’re an MFA member!

For more information, contact:

866 - 961 - 4101
or visit them online at: MFA.OutdoorUnd.com

Underwritten through Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.



MFA Officers & Board Members
MFA Officers:

Joe Hinson, President

Keith Ohlinger, Vice President

Tim Smith, Treasurer/Secretary

MFA Staff:

Elizabeth “Beth” Hill, Executive Director
P.O. Box 332, Linkwood, MD 21835

(410) 463 - 1755 • info@mdforests.org

Board Members:
Todd Berman, Pixelle Specialty Solutions
Bill Buckel, Rocky Resolve Tree Farm (Bittinger)
John Cheynet, GFR Forestry Consultants 
(Salisbury)
James Culp, Landowner (Chestertown)
Jonathan Kays, UMD Extension (Keedysville)
Steve McHenry, MARBIDCO (Annapolis)

Electronic CrossCut: If you are interested in receiving the next issue of CrossCut electronically, instead of print, e-mail 
info@mdforests.org. Please include your name, company name, and e-mail address.

Maryland Forests Association
P.O. Box 332
Linkwood, Maryland 21835


